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Winnie Porter is the teacher-librarian, 
Christopher Lamb is the Reading First 
coach, and Carol Lopez is the teacher 
in this collaboration exercise. Carol has 
been the 3rd grade Spanish bilingual 
teacher for 20 years and was excited to 
introduce the use of technology in her 
class. Christopher has worked with Carol 
for 3 years in his capacity as a coach; 
they have a good working relationship. 
This was Winnie’s first year working as 
a teacher-librarian. Rowena Tong, the 
technology teacher, was part of the 
team and provided technical assistance.

What follows is a report of each 
participant’s perception of the process.

Christopher: This experience was 
very exciting for us. I was able to 
collaborate with both a teacher and a 
teacher-librarian. In my current position 

as a reading first coach, I work closely 
with classroom teachers, assisting them 
in maximizing the effectiveness of their 
language arts instruction. Thus, this 
project represented a melding of my 
current duties and schooling.

As members of the school technology 
team, Winnie and I have been attending 
a series of technology workshops this 
year. We were given the mandate of 
incorporating the technology presented 
to us into actual lessons or units of 
study at our school sites. The third-
grade students were preparing to learn 
how to write summaries of stories they 
had read. We decided to join forces to 
enrich this process.

Winnie: We took a traditionally boring 
assignment that students do periodi-
cally without enthusiasm. Introducing the 

technology turned it into an exciting, fun 
learning experience.

Christopher: We would focus on 
summary writing, an area I already assist 
teachers with as part of my regular 
duties. We worked together to utilize our 
technology training to help the students 
create an audiovisual summary.

Winnie: All three of us have worked 
as immersion/bilingual classroom 
teachers in the past, so we are fluent in 
Spanish. This is an important element to 
this project as all the kids in Carol’s class 
are English-language learners.

Carol: This was the first year the 
children were developing their skills 
writing in English. Because the project 
took place toward the end of the year, 
they were able to produce more stories 
and choose from their favorite.  They 
were also thrilled to be able to see 
themselves on the computer reading 
their final published pieces.

Christopher: This work took place in 
the classroom and school library. All three 
of the adults involved worked with the 
students together. The students understood 
that one of the goals of the project was to 
record a fluent reading of their summary 
and practiced over and over again, which 
is quite atypical. They were very engaged. 
There wasn’t a single behavioral issue that 
surfaced in any of the sessions we cotaught. 
I am sure some of the excitement was due 
to the novelty of the new tools, but this 
only highlights the importance of intro-

three heads are better than 
one: the reading coach, the 
classroom teacher, and the 

teacher-librarian
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ducing new strategies and tools to promote 
student engagement. The excitement of the 
students rubbed off on the teachers!

Winnie: Working with a program in 
which the kids could record and hear their 
voice was extremely valuable. English-
language learners need to hear their voice.  
The students realized on their own from 
the beginning that they needed to improve 
their oral fluency. After hearing themselves 
a couple of times, they self-corrected, 
slowed down, paid attention to punctua-
tion, and improved their articulation. It has 
always been my experience that students 
hate to read their writing out loud and have 
to be forced to do so. In this project, they 
willingly read their pieces over and over 
without any teacher coercion.

Carol: The children always read their 
finished writing to the class through the 
author’s chair, but this format took that 
one step further.  They worked on fluency 
throughout the year by reading to partners 
or parents, so being able to see and hear 
themselves read aloud really showed them 
what they needed to work on without any 
teacher having to tell them. 

Winnie: For all of us, the project 
brought back the joy of teaching.

Christopher: Through working together, 
we were able to ensure that student learning 
went well beyond the relatively simple task of 
writing a summary. Students were able to focus 
on fluency, a factor for all but of particular 
importance to English-language learners. They 
were able to utilize newly acquired technical 
skills. They were able to work together to 
critique each others’ presentations.

This project illustrated for us the poten-
tial power of collaboration among the 
various staff members of a school. Each of 
us was able to contribute to the project. 
Because of my work as a literacy coach, 
I am very familiar with the demands of 
summary writing. I was able to work with 

the teacher and class to help them under-
stand the key features and purposes of 
a summary. Ms. Lopez was familiar with 
the particular needs and strengths of the 
students in her class. Winnie is much more 
familiar with Macs than I am and set up 
the files for the students to save their work. 
The three of us, who are Spanish speakers, 
were then able to offer assistance to the 
students while they worked.

Carol: This class was such a hard 
working class and being chosen for this 
project made us all very proud.  They were 
excited to use the technology, and it made 
my job easier because they were motivated 
to produce good writing.

Christopher: I feel very energized by 
this project and look forward to continuing 
this type of collaboration next year. We 
plan to do a presentation to the principal 
and staff regarding our project, as a means 
of educating them about the potential role 
of the library as the “hub” of the school.

Winnie Porter is a teacher-
librarian at Paul Revere 
Elementary School, San Francisco, 
CA. She may be reached at 
peruwinnie@yahoo.com.

Christopher Lamb was the 
reading first coach at Paul 
Revere. He is now a teacher-
librarian at two public elemen-
tary schools in San Francisco: 
Alvarado and Dr. Charles Drew. He may be 
reached at clambo1212@yahoo.com.

Carol Lopez is the teacher of the third-
grade Spanish-bilingual class at 
Paul Revere and in September 
became the Spanish Immersion 
teacher. She may be reached at 
415.695.5974.

ADVENTURE ACROSS THE GALAXY

eV, vol. 1. James Farr and Alfa Robbi. 
Tokyopop, 2008. $10. 978-1-4278-0714-4. 
Grades 9 and up. Dr. Wymond was among 
the first people to be told the aliens had made 
contact. His job was to select one person 
who would be the emissary for all of humanity, 
one person who would be injected with a 
technology that would prevent all harm, one 
person who would leave Earth forever to take 
part in a galactic council. Dr. Wymond chose 
his daughter.

A strength of both the words and pictures 
in this first volume is the ability to ground the 
narrative even when everything is spinning 
out of control. Evie’s life is a series of surprising 
twists, but her deep sense of love and respon-
sibility keep her motivation clear. Similarly, Evie 
quickly finds herself amid a sea of aliens, lost 
in the reaches of space, and in charge of a 
power that can warp reality, but the illustra-
tions keep such careful track of point of view 
that although we understand Evie’s disorienta-
tion, we do not experience it.

Flight explorer, vol. 1. Various creators. 
Villard, 2008. $10.00. 978-0345-50313-8. 
Grades 3 and up. Comics anthologies are rare 
these days, but now Flight, the award-winning 
anthology for adults, has a version for young 
readers. From a peek at the life of an ancient 
Egyptian cat to cute tales of children and their 
pet monsters to a gripping shoot-’em-up 
between a mouse and a robot monster, these 
chapters are wonderfully inventive and just 
the right length.
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I feel very energized by this project and look forward to 
continuing this type of collaboration next year. We plan 
to do a presentation to the principal and staff regarding 
our project, as a means of educating them about the 
potential role of the library as the “hub” of the school.
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"The students understood that one of the goals of the project was to record a fluent reading of their summary and practiced over and over again, which is quite atypical."  
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 "Through working together, we were able to ensure that student learning went well beyond the relatively simple task of writing a summary.  Students were able to focus on fluency, a factor for all but of particular importance to English-language learners.  They were able to utilize newly acquired technical skills.  They were able to work together to critique each others' presentations."
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