
For many students, and sometimes for their teachers too, the li-
brary brings visions of shelves of books, journals and silence.  They 
see Maxwell Smart’s cone of silence (from the television series Get 
Smart) descending when they want to have a conversation. To be 
central to teaching and learning, libraries need a makeover; they 
need to be rebranded.   Trite as it sounds, libraries should be the 
“hub “of the school; they need to become the information center 
around which learning revolves.

To do this, changes in the library need to center on activity, 
discussion and easy access to information in any medium, be it 
paper or electronic. The library staff must be fl uent in all these me-
diums. The teacher librarian needs to be able to help the students 
understand not only how to ask good questions, but how to access 
the needed information, analyze it critically, check its validity, and 
then apply it to their learning.  The teacher librarian must facilitate 
the teaching and use of critical aspects of digital citizenship while 
respecting and protecting intellectual property. 

My school has started down this process, creating spaces for 
the students to work that are usable, student friendly, and con-
nected. We did this by trial and error, bringing in new furniture 
and fi ttings, and observing the students’ use of them. We based 
our follow-up decisions on student use. What the students liked we 
kept and what they avoided we rejected. We critically examined 
our books, using our library information system, Oliver, discover-
ing that only a small proportion of the collection had been used in 
the last three years. From this analysis we were able to remove sur-
plus stock and convert this into usable space. It also helped us be 
more precise on replacement books that appealed to our learners.

The reference section had, as many libraries have, a complete 
set of encyclopedias arranged in sequence to show a complete 
vista – they sat unused. They were out of date before they were 
lovingly arranged on our shelves.  We removed almost all of the 
encyclopedias and received little or no comment from the students, 
an indication that this was not a well-thumbed part of the library. 
The majority of the reference section was replaced with subscrip-
tions to online resources, again freeing space for students and in-
creasing access to the resources .

In a bold step, we also moved the IT support staff into our in-
formation center. Our model of IT support radically changed. Now 
the library space is vibrant, alive, and full of students.

Without being a part of learning in a personal learning network 
(PLN), you probably cannot teach about it. Credibility is based on 
actions. A great starting place is Twitter; search for relevant top-
ics using the hash tags like #library or #education and watch for 
a stream of comments, resources, and links that expand before 
you. Follow these “shining lights” as they will lead you forward. 
I would recommend a colleague from Australia @heyjudeonline 
as a starting point.  Join social networks and look for groups that 
have related interests. Start by watching, and as you gain con-
fi dence, comment and contribute. Consider starting a blog that 
refl ects on your progress; edublogs.org is a great starting point.

The teacher librarian brings an array of skills, knowledge, and 
understanding that is hugely useful to the classroom teacher and 
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The role of the library is changing. Students are given assign-
ments and told they have to seek references that are published 
in traditional media rather than just electronic formats. Some of 
them struggle with this aspect of a task. The reference section in 
their library is out of date often before it even reaches their li-
brary shelves. Traditional libraries and librarians seem to be facing 
a future of uncertainty. The uncertainty comes from them and 
other educators not being willing to embrace change and to adapt 
practice.  This change in approach to education is one mirrored in 
education too. The media and mediums our students operate in are 
increasingly dynamic and digital. Students mistakenly believe that 
since information is on a screen they do not need to question its 
wisdom and honesty. The teacher librarian has to face the chal-
lenge of the volume and the validity of information, as well as its 
relevance and value in a digital world
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the students.  Unfortunately, I have yet to 
meet a librarian who is telepathic; there 
must be a dialogue between the teachers 
and the librarian to enable the teachers to 
tap into this rich resource.   Communica-
tion is essential.

We have found that bringing the librar-
ian into every aspect of the learning pro-
cess pays dividends. Start with long term 
planning on units and sequencing; enable 
communication between the classroom and 
the library and from state and national li-
braries to find suitable resources; research 
and validate suitable online resources as 
starting points and develop web quests 
to support the learning process and the 
discovery process. Teacher librarians are 
a fundamental resource for digital citi-
zenship, referencing, etc.,  and can teach 
along side the teacher, giving support and 
nurturing to students as they learn and de-
velop moral/ethical concepts.

Education has always adapted and 
changed with advances in technology, 
even if it has, at times, been a slow pro-
cess. Technology may represent a change 
from paper, from pen or pencil to digital 
ink, but learning is still the focus, and these 
changes have been adopted to enhance 
learning. 

We live in a time where the rate of 
change and the growth of information are 
- according to many commentators - ex-
ponential. In the 12 short years since Wiki-
pedia started (15 January 2001) we have 
seen a marked change in how information 
is presented, accessed and developed. The 
accompanying changes include almost ev-
ery device connected to the Internet and 
able to access information; there are even 
Internet fridges with built-in touch screen 

monitors in the door.  This, coupled with 
the reduced cost of devices and connection, 
allows many students to access informa-
tion in an instant, regardless of whether 
this information is accurate or not. This 
immediacy and constant connection has 
seen the role of the teacher and teacher li-
brarian change to facilitator and guide. It 
has also changed the nature of the class-
room and the school library, which are no 
longer limited to physical space and the 
school hours but increasingly becoming an 
anywhere, anytime, anyone learning op-
portunity.

K-12 teachers and teacher librarians are 
critical in the formation of skill sets that 
will serve students for their lifetime. What 
they bring to learning is beyond the snip-
pets of information that may be required 
for, as an example,  the grade 5 environ-
ment assignment, is as important as the 
information may seem to students at the 
time. The teacher librarian needs to focus 
on these skill sets, which in the words of 
the 21st Century Fluency Project, are the 
fluencies of today and tomorrow, the “pro-
cess skills that we all need.”

The fluencies are
Solution fluency
Information fluency
Media fluency
Collaboration fluency
Creativity fluency

All of these are tied together by global 
digital citizenship. These are skills that are 
applicable, not only to formal learning, 
but also to every aspect of life. (http://flu-
ency21.com)  Being able to access informa-
tion from multiple sources and validate it 
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Codell, Esmé Raji. Seed by Seed: 
The Legend and Legacy of John 
“Appleseed” Chapman. Illus. by 
Lynne Rae Perkins. Greenwillow, 
2012. 32p. $16.99. 978-0-06-145515-5. 
Grades 1-3. Sweet, simple illustrations 
highlight an inspirational portrait of an 
iconic American, whose life and works 
promoted respect for nature and the land.

Harvey, Jeanne Walker. My Hands 
Sing the Blues: Romare Bearden’s 
Childhood Journey. Illus. by Elizabeth 
Zunon. Marshall Cavendish, 2011. 40p. 
$17.99. 978-0-7614-5810-4. Grades 2-4. 
In the structure and cadence of a Blues 
lyric, African American painter/collagist 
Romare Bearden points to the links 
between his childhood in North Carolina 
and Harlem, and his distinctive style of 
art. Zunon opens with a sample of that art, 
then goes on in her own richly colored, 
mixed media collages to recapture the 
highlighted scenes and feelings.

Judge, Lita. Strange Creatures: The Story 
of Walter Rothschild and His Museum. 
Disney/Hyperion, 2011. 40p. $17.99. 978-1-
42311-389-8. Grades 3-5. Lushly detailed 
watercolor illustrations accompany this 
true tale of a shy lad with such a passion 
for natural history that he began planning 
his own museum at the age of seven, grew 
up to sponsor scientific expeditions all 
over the world, and amassed such a huge 
collection of exotic birds, fish, reptiles, and 
animals that a special building had to be 
built for it. 

McDonnell, Patrick. Me . . . Jane. Little 
Brown, 2011. 40p. $15.99. 978-0-316-
04546-9. Grades 1-3. In just a few poetic 
words accompanying simply drawn 
cartoon scenes, this account of a solitary 
child who lived in and loved Nature from 
her earliest days vividly explores the roots 
of Jane Goodall’s dream to be in Africa one 
day “living with, and helping, all animals.” 
Pages from her childhood journal and a 
personal statement from her enhance this 
memorable, perceptive portrait. 
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by understanding bias, viewpoint, and per-
spective and seeking the common ground is 
an essential skill. The publishing processes 
that previously bought credibility and au-
thenticity have been circumvented by the 
advent and adoption of the web, where 
anyone can say anything with a perceived 
degree of authority.  Global digital citizen-
ship links with information fluency, but 
reaches beyond it into each and every in-
teraction and action we have online, from 
what we say to what we download.  The 
world and the world-wide-web are our new 
libraries, and teacher librarians and teach-
ers are the custodians of how our students 
access and use this global library.

The biggest constraint that I see to the 
teacher librarian profession today is an ar-
tificial one.  It is a constraint that is self-
imposed. It is the physical boundary of the 
library to the teacher librarian.  Move be-
yond this boundary, virtually adopting the 
World Wide Web and the hidden wealth 
of information locked in databases or in 
the real world.  Shift this expansion to the 
classrooms, so students use this model for 
accessing information and learning from it.  
Be selective in the technologies you adopt; 
don’t jump on the bandwagon of every 
new tool that appears, but select a few that 
you see as beneficial and use these. Ex-
pand your PLN and listen to the views and 
opinions of others. Contribute to these con-
versations and reflect critically on what is 
said and shared. There is as much value in 
rejecting an idea as in accepting another.

Teaching is about relationships, whether 
in the classroom or in the library. The most 
important connections made are those with 
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L’Engle, Madeleine. A Wrinkle in Time: 
The Graphic Novel. Illus. by Hope 
Larson.  Farrar, Straus, and Giroux, 2012.  
392p. $19.99.  978-0-374-38615-3. Grades 
3 and up. Meg doesn’t fit in.  Maybe 
that’s because she’s brilliant—like her 
mother, a scientist who has managed to 
keep her family together even during 
the prolonged absence of her husband.  
And speaking of brilliant, there’s Meg’s 
little brother, Charles Wallace, who 
understands more than he should, but 
only speaks with the people he loves.  
When Meg, Charles Wallace, and her 
new friend, Calvin, are swept into an 
interplanetary adventure to rescue Meg’s 
father, they discover IT, a deep evil that 
threatens to overwhelm everything it 
touches with a deadening sameness.  
Lawson’s style is beautifully suited to 
this classic of children’s literature.  She 
takes full advantage of that style to 
communicate the eerie quality of IT’s 
world, the terror that presses down on the 
children from the moment they first set 
foot in IT’s territory, Meg’s self-consuming 
doubt, the oddness of travel between 
worlds, and even Charles’ odd status as 
child-who-isn’t-a-child.

Robinson, James. Starman Omnibus, Vol. 
1.  DC Comics, 2012.  Illus. by Tony Harris.  
448p. $29.99.  978-1-4012-1937-6. Grades 
9 and up. Jack Knight is the son of one of 
the golden age’s greatest superheroes, 
but it was his brother who took up the 
mantle of Starman when they boys came 
of age.  Jack preferred to bury himself 
in junk culture, dealing memorabilia 
instead of justice.  When Jack’s brother 
is murdered, Jack decides to become 
the hero his father meant him to be—but 
he’ll do it on his own terms.  The result is 
a stylish, irreverent Starman, a modern 
hero with an ironically nostalgic edge.  
This lengthy collection of the series’ first 
story arcs is a brilliant introduction to the 
murky, moody colors and inks that made 
Starman a mainstream superhero story 
for people who were tired of mainstream 
superheroes.
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The biggest constraint that I see to the teacher li-

brarian profession today is an artificial one.  It is 

a constraint that is self-imposed. It is the physical 

boundary of the library to the teacher librarian.  

Move beyond this boundary, virtually adopting 

the World Wide Web and the hidden wealth of in-

formation locked in databases or in the real world.

students and teaching colleagues. The next 
critical connection is with library peers. 
The World Wide Web and social media al-
low you to link to master librarians and 
master teachers anywhere on the planet.  
Teaching is the most rewarding job in the 
world, but it isn’t a job that you can walk 
away from at 5 PM..  It’s a job that con-
tinues 24/7, a job that is no longer about 
just the subject expertise, but about rela-
tionships. We no longer look at the end of 
the year assessments as the goal; we look 
beyond to lifelong learning, lifelong skills, 
and enduring understandings. The role of 
the teacher and the teacher librarian are 
critical to student’s futures, and our stu-
dents are our future


